
Jail Inspection Reports for the Houghton  

County Jail 
 

 

 

Years covered: 2017-2025.  There was no inspection in 2020 due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Under Michigan Compiled Law Section 791.262: 

(3) The department shall supervise and inspect jails and lockups 
that are under the jurisdiction of the county sheriP to obtain facts 
concerning the proper management of the jails and lockups and 
their usefulness.  The department shall promulgate rules and 
standards promoting the proper, ePicient, and humane 
administration of jails and lockups that are under the jurisdiction of 
the county sheriP pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 
1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969, being sections 24.201 
to 24.315 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

 

 

 

 



































2020 Jail Inspection Report 

 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, no jail inspections were held in 2020. 
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Gretchen Whitmer 
 GOVERNOR 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 

LANSING 

 
 

Heidi Washington 
DIRECTOR 

 

October 5, 2021 
 
Sheriff Josh Saraanen  
Houghton County Sheriff's Office 
403 E. Houghton Ave 
Houghton MI, 48931 
 
RE: MDOC Inspection 
 
Dear Sheriff Saraanen, 

 
An inspection of the Houghton County Jail was conducted on October 5, 2021 by the Michigan 
Department of Corrections, County Jail Services Unit, as provided for by Act No. 232 of the Public 
Acts of 1953, as amended, being section 791.262 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.   

 
The inspection was conducted by Larry Abraham, Regulation Agent with the County Jail Services 
Unit.  
 
Inspection Findings 
 
On the day of inspection, the Houghton County jail was in compliance with the 
Administrative Rules for Jails and Lockups. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Larry Abraham 
Regulation Agent       
County Jail Services Unit      
517-582-4197  
Abrahaml@michigan.gov 
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Gretchen Whitmer 
 GOVERNOR 
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June 25, 2025 
 
Sheriff Joshua Saaranen  
Houghton County Sheriff’s Office 
403 East Houghton Avenue  
Houghton, MI. 49931 
 
RE: MDOC Inspection 
 
Dear Sheriff Saaranen, 

 
An inspection of the Houghton County Jail was conducted on June 25th, 2025 by the Michigan 
Department of Corrections, County Jail Services Unit, as provided for by Act No. 232 of the Public 
Acts of 1953, as amended, being section 791.262 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.   

 
The inspection was conducted by Larry Abraham, Regulation Agent with the County Jail Services 
Unit.  
 
Inspection Findings 
 
On the day of inspection, the Houghton County jail was in compliance with the 
Administrative Rules for Jails and Lockups. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Larry Abraham 
Regulation Agent       
County Jail Services Unit      
517-582-4197  
Abrahaml@michigan.gov 
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